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Introduction

Climate change is a crisis. It is destroying life: floods, droughts, extreme 
weather events have resulted in hundreds of thousands of deaths. 
Climate change is driving people off their land and making them refugees. 
Many people die as a result. Together with the economic crisis, climate 
change is also destroying jobs, wiping out productive work in several 
sectors and industries, not least agriculture.

Dealing with the climate crisis requires us to do many things. We have to 
harvest water. We need to stop producing electricity from burning coal 
and generate electricity by wind and solar. We need to get our polluting 
trucks and cars off the road by massively expanding our public transport 
system. We need to produce our food through small-scale organic 
agriculture. Our buildings need to be rebuilt to be energy and resource 
efficient. 

All of this implies a huge numbers of jobs. We call these “climate jobs” 
because they are vital in halting runaway climate change. Only the greed 
and self-interest of the big mining and energy corporations, in alliance 
with the commercialised state enterprises and the state itself, stand in the 
way of creating these climate jobs. The money is there, as it was when 
the infrastructure for the World Cup was built, or when the arms deal was 
signed, and as it is when they want to build nuclear power stations. The 
money is in the inequality and unequal power between the elites of this 
country and the mass of the workers and the poor.

This booklet sets out what we need to do to fight climate change and 
mass unemployment at the same time. It seeks to address the real 
concerns of workers.  It argues that, rather than being the victims of 
unemployment and climate change, workers can organise to do two 
urgent things at once:  through our trade unions, we can plan a Just 
Transition away from climate change. At the same time, we can force the 
creation of the hundreds of thousands of climate jobs needed to make 
sure that our children and grandchildren and their children’s children have 
a climate-friendly world in which to live.
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The South African economy was built up in the days of the apartheid 
regime. It rested then, and it rests now, on two pillars. One is cheap 
coal and cheap energy. The other is cheap workers. 

Now the old model of cheap energy and cheap minerals is changing, 
and there is nothing to fill its place.

The government’s current strategy for economic growth is based on 
two things:
• Greater exploitation of our natural resource wealth. 
• Loaning people money so they can buy more and slide deeper 

into debt.
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Eskom’s announcement about power station closures was made 
on March 7, 2017. It turned out to be an empty threat and was 
withdrawn. 

But only for now. Climate change commitments require South 
Africa to reduce its dependency on burning coal. That is why we 
are demanding suitable redeployment or a guaranteed grant to all 
workers who lose jobs as a result of climate change.
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Cutting back on what we consume, or what we buy, or how much 
fuel we as individuals burn won’t be enough to stop global warming. 
And we don’t need (or want) to stop development in order to stop 
climate change. 

Luckily there is an alternative. Instead of cutting back how much we 
do, we can change how we do it. We can stop burning coal and gas 
and generate almost all our electricity from wind and solar power.

Jeffreys Bay windfarm, the largest in Africa, imported 22,500 tonnes of turbine 
components in its construction.

10 11



Most of these climate jobs in South Africa will be in renewable energy, public transport, electric 
vehicle manufacture, construction and agriculture.

12 13



There must be a guarantee that nobody who loses their job 
because we stop burning oil, coal or gas will lose income. They 
will either get a replacement job or a grant. 

But many workers will not need to take up that promise. It will 
take twenty years to make the changes. Half of the workers in 
those industries will retire in those twenty years.
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Over time, temperatures will rise, drought will increase, crop yields will 
fall, and livestock will die.

Farmers and rural people need four things now:
1. Rural people who lose their livelihoods because of climate change 

need ‘climate grants’.
2. Small farmers need an enormous amount of help to cope with the 

new climate.
3. Small farmers, semi-subsistence farmers and farm workers will 

need much more good land to cope. That means land reform. 
4. Rural areas and rural people will need many of the new climate 

jobs in energy.

Renewable Energy is ideal for bringing electricity to rural areas and 
shack locations.
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