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A message from the co-ordinators 

 

It’s been just under 4 months since the Southern Africa Campaign was launched 
in Swaziland at the first Southern Africa Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal (PPT) 
on Transnational Corporations (TNC’s). And in this short time, so much has 
happened. The first Tribunal brought overwhelming support for the campaign, 
and enthusiasm has only built since then. What has come since is amazing – 
Comrades from JA! visited Tete province including the communities who had 
presented on Vale and Jindal at the PPT, to update them on the Campaign and 
introduce it to other communities. They created a brief and reader-friendly 
pamphlet in Portuguese and translated into English. Activities like these are 
crucial to taking the campaign beyond the Tribunal. But it’s been a fraught year 
for the struggle against TNC’s – battles have been won, but lives have been lost.  

Just a few days ago, activists in the US, mostly native Americans now living on 
poverty-ridden reservations, won the fight, through snowstorms and below-zero 
temperatures, against Energy Transfer Partners, who were planning to drill an 
oil pipeline under the Missouri River. The permit to drill was denied.  

But the year brought its tragedies as well – activist Siphokazi ‘Bazooka’ 
Rhadebe who fought fearlessly against titanium miners Mineral Commodities 
Limited who attempted to mine in his beautiful home of Xolobeni on the Wild 
Coast of South Africa, was assassinated in March for his undefeatable spirit and 
the fear he caused the corporation. The day he was murdered, was 21 March, 
celebrated as Human Rights day in South Africa. In the same month in 
Honduras, activist Berta Caceres was killed in her home after receiving 33 death 
threats. The threats were linked to her campaign to stop the Agua Zarca 
hydroelectric dam being built on indigenous Lenca territory. Around the region 
and the world, countless activists, artisanal miners and their surrounding 
communities remain in constant fear for their lives for standing up to the 
corporations and their support structures – government, police, security and 
military. In June, Global Witness released a report saying that 185 activists had 
been killed around the world, predominantly for anti-mining activities. And as 
the oppression, the theft and the violence by TNC’s increases, so will the strength 
of our struggle and our solidarity.  
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A mandatory sentence to the big corporations 
who are violating the peoples’ rights, although 
it plays a very crucial role in making these 
violations and these companies’ impunity 
more visible and widespread. 

The last session of the meeting was dedicated 
to preparing short presentations by each 
community about the problems they are facing 
and the strategies they’ve been using to address 
these problems, together with an evaluation of 
what has been working and what has not. 

Of all that was discussed and exposed at the 
meeting, one of the key messages delivered 
was the one about perseverance. Even though 
it is profoundly frustrating to watch the years 
go by without a sign of respect or interest from 
the company or the government to deal with 
these situations, it is also crystal clear that the 
only way forward is the one that unites 
persistence, sharing of information and 
integrity amongst the people fighting to change 
their situation. 

 

 

Erika Mendes (JA!) 

 

In November 2016, Justiça Ambiental (JA) 
went to Tete, a province in central 
Mozambique, for a field visit to the 
communities affected by the mining companies, 
with whom they’ve been working for the past 
years, including those who presented cases at 
the PPT. The visit had three main purposes: 
give a detailed overview and report of the 
process with a short report from our work 
during the week of peoples’ mobilisation in 
Geneva; and a session to strategize and think 
together about the future actions, what has been 
working and the main obstacles we’ve been 
facing related to access to justice. 

The one and a half-day meeting gathered more 
than sixty people affected by Vale, Jindal and 
ICVL in 10 different communities. The 
problems they are facing – some of them for the 
last five years – are pretty much the same in all 
communities, both in the new resettlement 
villages such as Cateme (Vale) and Mualadzi 
(ICVL) and in the existing areas where these 
people are struggling to adapt and co-exist 
peacefully and sustainably with the previous 
residents. 

It was essential to have some of the people who 
attended the PPT, presenting back to their own 
and surrounding communities what they saw 
and learned from the process. We also took 
some time to discuss the relevance and 
recognition of this Tribunal, and the support it 
can give to this whole process. We wanted to 
make sure it was clear that, being an opinion 
tribunal, the PPT doesn’t have the legal 
competence to issue  

 

MEETING WITH COMMUNITIES IN TETE: The struggle 
continues! 

Erika Mendes (JA!)/ Dec 
2016 
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In November 2008, the Zimbabwean government seized the Marange diamond fields in 
the brutal Operation Hakudzokwi, in a security crackdown conducted jointly by the 
police and Zimbabwe National Army. The capture of the fields in Chiadzwa lefet more 
than 400 artisanal diamond miners and dealers dead, hundreds of women raped and 
children abused. Many families were forcibly evicted from their homes and relocated in 
other neighbouring areas, often with no access to clean water, land for agriculture or 
alternative sources of livelihoods. 

 

The 8 year commemorations took place at Bambazonke Business Centre, Marange, on 
Tuesday 1st November 2016 and saw the participation of more than six hundred and 
eighty people gathered together, for the second time since 2014, in order to remember 
and reflect on the tragedy. The Commemoration was organised by Centre for Natural 
Resource Governance (CNRG), in partnership with the Chiadzwa Community 
Development Trust (CCDT). CNRG initiated the commemoration of Operation 
Hakudzokwi to accelerate demand for justice for victims and survivors of the 2008 
Marange massacre. 

COMMEMORATING: 

8 years since the 

Marange Massacre 
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Why a commemoration? 

The primary aim of Operation Hakudzokwi Commemoration was to offer a platform 
of solidarity for the victims of the bloodshed of Marange and their relatives, in order for 
survivors to freely narrate their stories and recall what happened to them. The 
Commemoration allowed survivors and their families to have a safe and friendly space 
to express themselves, overcoming the fear of intimidation and finally demand justice 
for the appalling abuses committed against them by mining companies and the State 
security forces. To date, only one senior Police Officer was prosecuted and sentenced to 
18 years in jail in 2012 for his part in the atrocities. The presence of several national 
NGO leaders, labour movements and community based organisations (CBOs) from the 
neighbouring villages of Penhalonga, several wards in Marange, Chisumbanje enriched 
the commemoration as they too offered solidarity speeches and invited the community 
to refer cases of abuse to them for various services such as litigation and counselling.  

CNRG director Farai Maguwu said that despite the human and environmental rights 
abuse, surprisingly mining activities have been accompanied by a substantial financial 
loss, as more than $13 billion of revenues which should have been generated from the 
diamond industry are still unaccounted for according to President.Mugabe. Thus the 
Marange community suffered a double tragedy – loss of lives and revenues that could 
have spurred development. This massive loss must inspire all responsible citizens and 
government officials to question once more the value of mining to Zimbabwe.He 
concluded by reaffirming the importance of Operation Hakudzokwi Commemoration 
by recalling the violence that accompanied the military operation.  He said by creating 
a platform to preserve the memory of the past the commemoration was a warning to all 
communities on the dangers paused by huge mineral discoveries – calling on 
participants freely express themselves to ensure similar brutalities do not occur again.  

There were also testimonies given by several community members of their experiences 
during the massacre and in the period since. Organisations such as ZIMCODD, 
Zimrights and the Solidarity Centre gave talks on legal rights and potential legal 
actions, how to access information and how to access information on mining licenses. 

Parallel sessions were held on youth, women, labour and the environment in relation to 
mining. The 2nd Operation Hakudzokwi Commemoration can undoubtedly be 
acknowledged as a success story of outstanding practical and symbolical significance in 
a wide array of activities currently implemented by CNRG. The large attendance and 
the high level of engagement and participation of the community members at the 
Commemoration reveal that this sad page in Zimbabwe’s history is still a bleeding 
wound for the Marange community and other parts of Zimbabwe at large.  
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issues including corruption around municipal 
water supplies that force some community 
members to pay for water, and biases against 
activists seen as ‘troublemakers’ for their 
resistance to the mine.   Women called upon the 
municipalities to respect their human right to 
water and protect them from water dispossessions 
and pollution by the Tendele mine. This 
awareness-raising and advocacy will continue 
into 2017. 
 
Despite five years of engagement from the 
community, Tendele Coal has consistently failed 
to respond to the concerns of affected people in 
Somkhele and deny any responsibility for impacts 
caused by their activities. Women do not need to 
be doctors or scientists to know that the Tendele 
mine operations have had extremely negative 
impacts on communities and women specifically 
– from infections of the skin, eyes, lungs and 
reproductive organs caused by coal dust and 
water pollution to mine blasts that have cracked 

For the women of Somkhele and Fuleni, the 
People’s Tribunal against Corporate Abuse was 
an important platform for grassroots communities 
to speak out, sharing their struggles against 
corporate power as well as critical thinking and 
strategies. The eight women from the mining and 
drought-afflicted communities in northern 
KwaZulu-Natal have continued to use the 
tribunal space to bolster their fight for justice. 
 

Women Activists Speak Out Against Tendele Mine 
Maggie Mapondera  - WoMin 

 

“Can you see the dust we drink? We drink 
this water because we are poor. What are we 
supposed to do? Imagine what our insides 
must be like? No good comes from the mine. 
We live a difficult life. There’s nothing which I 
can point out to you which the mine has done 
that been of benefit to us.”  
 

Khiphile Msweli, Somkhele KwaZulu-Natal 
 

Through WoMin-
supported participatory 
action research (PAR) 
women community 
activists convened 
assemblies with iMfolozi 
and Mtubatuba 
municipality officials, 
which have jurisdiction 
over Fuleni and Somkhele 
respectively. At these 
assemblies, activists have 
surfaced a set of critical 

blastings that have cracked houses, grave 
desecrations and community conflict. Tendele 
mine has failed to respect the right of 
communities to land, livelihoods, a healthy 
environment and self-determination – all 
impacts of which women bear the heaviest 
burden. 
 
Women are also ready to hold the government 
accountable for its inaction. For example – for 
seven years, Tendele Mine operated without a 
proper water license, consuming vast amounts 
of water in a drought-stricken area with no 
government intervention. Furthermore, 
municipal officials are aware of corruption in 
the supply of emergency water supplies – but 
have refused to listen to community complaints 
or take action. At every turn, the mining 
company has failed to fulfil its responsibilities 
and conform to law. But Tendele is not working 
alone – the state has failed to protect and 
safeguard its citizens too. 
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Drawing on PAR and a women’s water assembly in 
August 2016, WoMin and its allies published an 
article for Amandla Magazine on the experiences and 
struggles of women in Somkhele. This provoked a 
response from Tendele which WoMin and its allies 
have, in turn, responded to and which will be 
presented in another edition of Amandla. After many 
years of waiting for Tendele to respond to their 
concerns, women of Somkhele and Fuleni will finally  
 

have an opportunity to confront the mining company 
face-to-face and make both their experiences and 
demands clear.   In addition to this, WoMin is 
working with activists from Somkhele and Fuleni as 
well as Uganda and Nigeria to produce a film, No 
Good Comes from the Mine, that will profile and 
amplify women’s inspiring and important resistance to 
destructive extractives industries. You can find out 
more about the film and the crowdfunding campaign 
in support of completing this project here.1 

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN DEMANDS A BINDING TREATY FOR 
TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS! 

Global Campaign Demands a Binding Treaty 
on Human Rights and TNC’s 
 
In october this year, the Southern Africa 
Campaign joined members of the global 
Campaign, movements from around the world 
but mostly Latin America, in Geneva to 
demand that the Intergovernmental Working 
Group on Business and Human Rights move 
away from the Guiding Prinicples on Business 
and Human Rights to a Binding Treaty on 
Human Rights and TNC’s. This is Despite 
considerable opposition from Western powers 
to a binding treaty in any form (particularly 
the United States, United Kingdom and other 
countries of the European Union) 
 
This is an excerpt form an article by Adam 
Parson in Counterpunch 
 

The fact that this process is now an official 
part of the UN agenda is itself remarkable… 
In 2003, the Sub-Commission of the UN 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
approved a ‘non-voluntary’ set of norms that 
could hold TNCs accountable, although 
these were rigidly opposed by the business 
sector, and ultimately declared to have ‘no 
legal standing’ by the Human Rights 
Commission. 

As an alternative, the UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan appointed a Special Representative for 
Business and Human Rights, Professor John 
Ruggie, who became renowned for pursuing a 
less ambitious or ‘partnership’ approach to 
corporate regulation. His UN Guiding Principles, 
when eventually released in 2011, were accepted 
by all governments but remain voluntary and 
non-binding, only calling on corporations to act 
with due diligence. follow-up mechanisms, which 
they stated even risked undermining efforts to 
strengthen corporate responsibility and 
accountability for human rights. 
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Against this background, it was therefore a huge step forward in 2013 when a 
grouping of countries, predominantly from the Global South, called for a renewal 
of efforts towards a legally binding framework to regulate the activities of TNCs 
and to provide appropriate protection, justice and remedy to the victims of human 
rights abuses. An historic resolution was adopted by a majority of States (again 
mostly from the Global South, including Russia and China) at the Human Rights 
Council in June 2014, establishing an intergovernmental working group with the 
mandate of drafting a legally binding instrument.  

‘Damage to life’ 

The case for holding TNCs to account for their activities could not be tighter, 
considering the gap that exists in the international legal architecture which means 
they cannot be prosecuted directly for human rights abuses. Yet the harm that 
TNCs are wreaking is well-documented, referred to by the Global Campaign as 
‘damage to life’; for example, through repressing social struggles and resistance, 
causing pollution in the extractivist industries, displacing indigenous peoples from 
their land, exploiting workers through poor labour conditions, and so on. 
Campaigners talk of an entire ‘architecture of impunity’ that has protected the 
operations of TNCs for decades, and placed the rights of corporations above the 
rights of people through the privatisation of legal norms and institutions. Some of 
the largest TNCs have greater economic power than many nation states, while 
their tremendous political power is reinforced and protected on a legal level by a 
multitude of norms, treaties and agreements. Often described as a new global 
corporate law, or the lex mercatoria, it is made up of mechanisms such as the 
Investor to State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) provisions and arbitration tribunals 
that are enshrined in bilateral trade agreements; or the International Monetary 
Fund’s imposed structural adjustment programs  (now replicated in Europe under 
the so-called Competitiveness Pact policies); or the World Trade Organisation’s 
dispute-settlement system.   
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While the rights of TNCs are shielded by this complex global legal framework based on 
trade and investment rules, there are no adequate counterweights or enforceable 
mechanisms to control the social, cultural, environmental or labour impacts of their 
operations.  

A binding treaty to regulate the activities of TNCs could therefore provide a vital 
counterpoint to the controversial free trade and investment agreements that are being 
continually negotiated in secret, without any democratic legitimacy.  

For the full article see 

http://www.counterpunch.org/2016/11/08/the-struggle-continues-for-a-

What to expect in 2017: 

 

We’ll be holding the 2nd Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal on TNC’s in the second half of 
next year, as well as a regional 2-day workshop on the architecture of impunity 

We’ll be producing a booklet on the outcomes of the first Tribunal and the jurors’ 
statement, and sharing more regular newsletters, with the first one coming out in late 

January. 

To get in touch with us, see the contact details below: 

Ilham@aidc.org.za 

+27 21 447 5770 

 

www.aidc.org.za 

www.stopcorporateimpunity.org 

 

Aluta Continua! 


